
Annual Report 
2019-20



Inside Justice Annual Report 2019-20202

None of this would’ve 
been possible without the 
involvement of Inside Justice.  
The time and expertise they 
have spent… they have supported 
us as a family during the hardest 
time in our lives. 
Charlotte Reece, whose father David is serving a 19-year 
prison sentence for drugs importation which he emphati-
cally denies. Our work resulted in David’s case being 
referred to the Court of Appeal in January 2020.
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Introduction
“You have been found guilty of murder.  You will be taken from here to the place 
from whence you came and thence to a place of execution and there hanged by the 
neck until you are dead. And may God have mercy on your soul.”

And that would be that. New evidence discovered proving your innocence? 
Too late. You’re in the lime pit - and you didn’t do it.

Those barbaric days are gone, the noose replaced by the life sentence. No picnic, 
but opportunity therefore offered to search for further evidence in defence.  This 
is the task of Inside Justice when, after exhaustive examination of a case, there 
emerge serious doubts about guilt.  Contrary to possible public opinion, we at 
Inside Justice are a pretty hard-nosed lot: scientists, retired high ranking coppers, 
barristers, a QC and a judge - but all dogged in our hunt for justice.  ‘Justice’ is a 
term that defies accurate definition.  It encompasses morality, mercy, cognisance 
of all circumstance and common sense.  In my six years working with Inside Justice, 
my eyes have been opened to the tragic gulf between Justice and the Law: the Law 
being a pile of extremely weighty tomes behind which the indolent may comfort-
ably hide.

In that regard, it has been a frustrating year for us and a horrifying year for those, 
already many years in prison, who deserve better at the hands of the legal powers 
that be.  Knowing what I now do, about interminable incarceration with little hope, 
I might prefer the eight o’clock drop.  

However, there is Inside Justice: a force for good. Our sages and lawyers provide 
the advice and expertise needed to combat the complex criminal justice system 
which must seem remote and impenetrable to the vulnerable and ignored.

Please help in any way that you can, to right these legal wrongs.

Tom Conti  
Trustee 

The Board of Trustees is Chaired by Jill Battley who has extensive experience on 
non-executive boards in both the private and public sector and risk management 
experience in both the UK and abroad. She is joined by: Dr Ann Priston, former 
President of the Forensic Science Society; Tracy Alexander, Director of Forensic 
Services at City of London Police, President and former Treasurer of the British 
Academy of Forensic Sciences; actor, director and writer Tom Conti and 
Chartered Accountant Mark Chadwick, ACA BMedSci Hons.

Jill Battley   
Trustee Chair
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ESTABLISHED IN 2010 
AND REGISTERED AS A 

CHARITY IN 2018, INSIDE 
JUSTICE HAS BUILT A 

WHOLLY UNIQUE ADVISORY 
PANEL OF WORLD-

RENOWNED EXPERTS 
WHO WORK PRO BONO 

TO STRENGTHEN THE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

OUR CASEWORK 
INVESTIGATES CLAIMS 

OF INNOCENCE BY 
SERVING PRISONERS: 

COMMISSIONING NEW 
EXPERT REPORTS, 

PROVIDING FREE LEGAL 
ADVICE 

OUR VISION 
IS TO HAVE A FAIR AND 
TRANSPARENT CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE SYSTEM FOR ALL

OUR MISSION 
IS TO EMPOWER 
INDIVIDUALS CONVICTED 
OF A CRIME THEY SAY 
THEY DID NOT COMMIT, 
BY WORKING CLOSELY 
WITH STATUTORY AND 
VOLUNTARY PARTNERS 
ACROSS THE CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE SYSTEM



From the CEO
I set up Inside Justice in 2010 because there’s scant help for 
people in prison who claim innocence. Since 1998, as a journalist 
at the BBC, I’d worked on some of the 18 murder convictions 
that had been overturned by the long-running TV series 
Rough Justice and I knew the impact this work can have. The 
last case I did at that programme was a young man called 
Barri White who’d been jailed for the murder of his girlfriend. 
We found evidence that proved he was innocent, and he was 
released to return to his family.

The BBC axed Rough Justice in 2006 because it was difficult, 
expensive work that fell out of fashion.  Those reasons were 
never good enough for me so I set up Inside Justice.  I knew 
we’d need an army of experts to fill the gaps that attacks on 
Legal Aid had left and indeed we have achieved a great deal 
with this our permanent and unique Advisory Panel. What I 
could not have foreseen though was that one of those experts, 
Tracy Alexander, would lead the reinvestigation launched 
after Barri White was freed and ultimately identify the real 
killer, bringing him to justice. The jailing of an innocent had 
left a dangerous man at liberty to create more victims.

It is harder now than ever before to overturn a wrongful con-
viction. Evidence is destroyed when it should be kept, police 
forces refuse to release for objective scrutiny those exhibits 
that they have retained, and the Court of Appeal has become 
not an arbiter of justice but a barrier to it.

Would the appeal of the Birmingham Six have been heard today 
or would they still be rotting in prison? Since those innocent 
men walked free, both the number of applications to the 
Court of Appeal and the success rate for appeals against 
conviction have fallen significantly, resulting in barely a quarter 
as many convictions quashed as there were thirty years ago. 
This is not a system that England and Wales can be proud of. 
We need your help to bring about meaningful change. 

Louise Shorter 
MA; Fellow of the 
University of Winchester 

It is harder 
now than ever 
before to overturn 
a wrongful 
conviction.
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Metro news 
front page

Tracy Alexander 
who led the 
team which 
identified the 
real killer

‘Justice At Last’



University 
Collaborations 
Inside Justice is committed to 
investing in the university sector.  
Many universities teach the concept 
of miscarriages of justice, but few 
have the opportunity to engage in 
dealing with live casework.  

In doing so, students gain a broad 
and practical understanding of where 
academic learning meets the real- 
world impact of miscarriages of jus-
tice.  They are exposed to the legal and 
procedural complexities, problems 
encountered and the levels of tenacity 
and commitment required to drive a 
miscarriage of justice investigation.  

Students are also able to engage with 
applicants, review papers and contact 
professionals within the criminal jus-
tice system. Each collaboration is run 
slightly differently, tailoring individual 
needs and learning requirements.  

For example, universities may offer 
accredited miscarriage of justice 
modules, extracurricular apprentice-
ship schemes or innocence project 
learning.   These collaborations allow 
Inside Justice to shape effective 
understanding of miscarriages of 
justice for future leaders and influ-
encers within the criminal justice 
sector.  

It is a fantastic privilege for us to be 
a part of these collaborations and 
witness the students’ passion and 
enthusiasm! 

406 applicants

349 cases reviewed and 
expert advice provided: 

150% up on last year

1,511 hours of free expert 
and legal advice provided

153 law students, in three partner 
universities, given 13,851 hours tuition 

on live casework and miscarriage of 
justice causes and remedies

2 new legal 
submissions to the 

CCRC, making a 
total of 9 to date

2 referrals to 
the Full Court 

of Appeal

Achievements 2019/20
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6 Public Speaking engagements 
The All Party Parliamentary Group on Miscarriages of Justice; the 

Forensic Science Regulator’s Annual Conference; British Association of 
Forensic Scientists; Royal College of Forensic Psychiatry Annual Confer-

ence; CHORUS Police Conference; Channel 4 Journalism Training.

150% 
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Andrew Duffin FIPI
Investigator and 
Data Protection 

Officer

Dr Geir Madland 
Former academic

Mary Stewart 
Former Met Police 

Senior Forensic 
Practitioner

The casework team is led by former New Scotland Yard Senior 
Detective Damian Allain.  Specialising in homicide and serious 
and organised crime during his policing career, Damian brings 
invaluable experience to our investigations.  He has a Masters 
in Policing & Criminal Justice, is a Fellow of the Winston 
Churchill Memorial Trust and an associate assessor with the 
College of Policing.

Our Modus Operandi
Every week we receive around 15 applications from prisoners, 
families and lawyers. Our strict criteria test is designed to 
direct resources where we can best help: helping individuals 
in need; adding value to the criminal justice system.

To progress cases that pass the criteria test, we must locate 
trial papers which can legally be destroyed after seven years. 
We are embarking on negotiations to stop this. Destroying 
papers destroys objective scrutiny and stops the Court of 
Appeal from doing its job. 

We listen to prisoners who claim innocence. Just when help 
is needed most, legal aid cuts by successive governments 
mean that all help disappears at that darkest hour.  50% of 
prisoners are functionally illiterate so we invest resources 
on prison visits and provide a full-time telephone line so 
prisoners can talk directly to our caseworkers.

In all circumstances, Inside Justice conducts a comprehensive 
review and, where there are grounds to doubt the safety of a 
conviction, we investigate and devise a forensic and legal 
strategy and provide representation. If, following a review, we 
cannot identify viable grounds to appeal, we provide focused 
feedback so the applicant has a proper understanding of 
their case within the complex landscape of criminal appeals. 
Information is power. We provide advice every day of the week 
to the most vulnerable and ignored members of our society.

Criteria Test 
l  Claiming factual innocence
l  Minimum 5 years left in custody or Lifers or IPP
l  Objective evidence used at trial
l  Heard in England and Wales

Damian Allain Former Senior 
Detective, New Scotland Yard

Casework

This year, the number of applications 
received has more than doubled compared 
with last year.



Any miscarriage 
of justice is a failure 
for the whole 
system.

Damian Allain 
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From the Head of Casework
I have a strong commitment to fairness, justice and the rule of law and, after 30 
years in policing, I was keen to stay within the criminal justice sector. Inside Justice 
has a great team of professionals.  No two days are the same, with a variety of 
cases to review: examining legal, forensic and investigative strands.  I have the 
privilege to lead a dedicated and skilled team of caseworkers who work tirelessly 
to support our applicants.  In a time of diminishing resources, Inside Justice is a 
vital lifeline, a gateway to active investigations, specialist forensic and legal advice 
completely free. When our casework identifies systemic failings, we drive policy 
change, seeking justice for all. 

Any miscarriage of justice is a failure for the whole system.  Public confidence in 
the criminal justice system is paramount in a democracy.  When somebody is 
wrongly convicted, the victim and their family are denied justice.  We work on a lean 
overhead, spending resources where they are needed most.  Since I have been in 
post, I have reviewed the charity’s case management processes and devised an 
efficient system that identifies a pathway for every case from our weekly postbag.  
I provide expert investigative analysis and advice alongside barristers and forensic 
experts in support of applications to the Court of Appeal.

Some examples of our work
G was convicted of rape and served a term of imprisonment thirty years ago.  He 
had applied to the CCRC, then to the Court of Appeal, resulting in important case 
law in the interpretation of DNA but his conviction remained.  His claim of inno-
cence centred upon wrongly interpreted analysis of DNA material and untruthful 
accounts from witness testimony.  We conducted an in-depth review, including 
assessment of case law, scrutinising appeal judgments, CCRC Statements of Reason, 
and commissioning expert analysis of the forensic evidence.  Our team dedicated 
over 40 hours’ analysis in this case, resulting in timely and professional advice to 
the applicant.

L is serving 28 years for a contract killing. He knew the victim, and had visited his 
home, but vehemently protests his innocence. The prosecution case was built upon 
circumstantial evidence. No forensic evidence linked him to the scene.  Working 
in partnership with the University of Winchester, we conducted a thorough inves-
tigation and identified potential forensic work that could implicate or eliminate L.  
The original investigating force refused disclosure, blocking our proposed new work. 
We obtained a forensic strategy report and we are representing the applicant in a 
formal submission to the Criminal Cases Review Commission, the public body 
which has the power to refer cases to the Court of Appeal.  Winchester’s Crime 
and Justice Centre exposed 13 students at undergraduate and postgraduate level 
to this live case as well as supporting their academic development in the arena of 
miscarriages of justice.  
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When the Forensic Science Service was in existence, there 
was a robust mechanism for the retention of exhibits from 
crime scenes at the Forensic Archive. Since the closure of 
the FSS, police forces (whether they know it or not) are 
responsible for the appropriate retention and storage of all 
forensic exhibits, including DNA, fingermarks and digital 
evidence. This retention is vital for the progression of any 
appeal or cold case investigation.

Roger Kearney was convicted of the murder of his girlfriend 
Paula, whose body was found in the boot of her car. She’d been 
stabbed eight times. No forensic link was found between 
Roger and Paula’s body or her car, yet he was convicted and 
given a life sentence. Roger has always protested his innocence. 
Our work on his case featured in a major BBC documentary, 
Conviction: Murder at the Station, available on our website 
and on BBC iPlayer.  Leading scientists on our Advisory Panel 
have established that forensic exhibits, which might offer 
important clues as to the identity of Paula’s killer, have been 
lost, destroyed and contaminated through inappropriate 
storage by the investigating force, Hampshire Constabulary, 
denying Roger the chance to prove his innocence.

This sorry state of affairs led us to research exactly what 
should happen to evidence gathered in the course of a police 
investigation, post-conviction or in the event that the case 
does not progress to court.

A Code of Practice from the Criminal Procedure Investigation 
Act 1996 (CPIA) was followed in 2017 by the National Police 
Chiefs’ Council Guidance Regarding the Storage, Retention 
and Destruction of Records and Materials That Have Been 
Seized for Forensic Examination (NPCC).

Over the past three years, with generous funding from the 
Sir Halley Stewart Trust, the Evan Cornish Foundation and 
Highway One Trust, we have been working on our Evidence 
Retention Protocol project.

Casework Feeds Policy Work

8 out of 10 police forces
are unaware of the current guidance 

on evidence retention

Nearly ... of lawyers
have experienced at least one case where evidence 

has been lost, destroyed or contaminated

Over ... of police
have experienced cases where they have been 
unable to locate seized evidence or exhibits

Police responses to two Freedom of Information requests 
have shown a worrying lack of awareness about this issue and, 
with the help of Professor Carole McCartney and her stu-
dents at Northumbria University, we have designed surveys 
for legal practitioners and police staff. Our results show that:

We are following up these findings with interviews to gather 
qualitative data on the issue and have made submissions to the 
Home Office, to Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, 
and to the Westminster Commission on Miscarriages of 
Justice. We continue to work on this project and will publish 
our findings next year.
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Our Advisory Panel is a unique group of experts providing 
free expertise. It is unparalleled.  Our experts are senior 
leaders of international repute from disciplines across 
forensic science, medicine and the law. They are serving and 
former police personnel and investigators who work with us 
because their first responsibility is access to justice.  This 
year they provided 1511 hours expertise, for free. This is only 
possible because of the existence of the charity’s staff team.

Advisory Panel 

Tracy Alexander 
Director Forensic 
Services, City of 

London Police

Jill Battley
Former Head of 

Intelligence, New 
Scotland Yard

Tom Conti 
Actor, director 

and writer

Rachel Darby
Barrister

Matthew 
McDonagh 
Barrister

Eric McGraw MBE 
Former Editor of 

Inside Time

Dean Kingham
Solicitor

Jo Millington 
Forensic Scientist

Dr Ann Priston OBE 
Former President of 
the Chartered Society 
of Forensic Sciences

His Honour John 
Samuels QC 

Retired Circuit 
Judge

Nasreen Shah
Barrister

Professor Denise 
Syndercombe-Court 

DNA Expert

The Inside Justice Advisory Panel – 
a boardroom full of criminal lawyers and 
forensic experts. I strongly feel this group 
should be running our entire criminal 
justice system. 
The Guardian 

Lorna Hackett 
Barrister

Dr Steve Heaton 
Academic

John Kennedy 
Digital Analysis 

Expert

John Devitt
Senior Policing 

Oversight Specialist

Siobhan Grey QC
Barrister

Mark Harries QC 
Barrister



Litigation  
It is a continuing pleasure for this contributor, despite the restrictions of lockdown, 
to be able to provide focus for the vital work of Inside Justice. During the year 
under review he has provided two draft applications to the CCRC, the outcome of 
which are keenly awaited; and has worked up two further draft applications, of 
which more may be heard in the report for the year ended 31 May 2021.

Inside Justice has had mixed success in its attempts, via the judicial review process, 
to obtain post-conviction disclosure. Despite the continued, and much valued, 
agreement of the CCRC that prosecutors and the police are each inappropriately 
restricting the effect of the Supreme Court judgment in Nunn v Chief Constable 
of Suffolk, our attempts to compel limited but crucial disclosure through the 
court process have stalled; with the result that the CCRC are obliged to direct the 
same disclosure, for review by its selected experts, at public expense. These as-
pects are fundamental to our continuing applications, now with the CCRC, in the 
cases of Steven Keogh and Roger Kearney. More will be said about each next year.

Both we – and, to be fair – the CCRC had high hopes of success for the Nunn Protocol, 
an Inside Justice initiative, which would have simplified the provision of post-
conviction disclosure in a manner entirely consistent with what it is believed the 
Supreme Court had intended in the Nunn case. We continue to walk hand-in-hand 
with the CCRC in a belated attempt to achieve this breakthrough.

Inside Justice experienced what we had all hoped might be a breakthrough in the 
Court of Appeal in the case of David Reece. Having initially obtained permission 
to appeal on a ground not ventilated in the initial trial, those hopes were dashed 
in January when the full Court rejected the appeal. Despite this disappointment 
for all concerned, careful scrutiny of the relevant documentation recently 
obtained from trial solicitors, and previously unavailable, give grounds for cautious 
optimism that an application to the CCRC may well bear fruit.

His Honour 
John Samuels QC

We continue to 
walk hand-in-hand 
with the CCRC in 
a belated attempt 
to achieve this 
breakthrough.
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A popular family man, David worked as a self-employed 
gardener and one of his many clients was a nursery owner. 
It was that association that put David in the dock after the 
nursery owner admitted his part in the conspiracy, though  
insisting that David had no knowledge or involvement. 
David knew none of the other men who stood in the dock 
but a majority verdict convicted him.

It took our team 18 months to become convinced of David’s 
innocence. Beyond a friendship with the ‘kingpin’, there is 
nothing to incriminate him – no dirty phone, no wealth that 
can’t be explained, no changing story or shifting sands to 
raise suspicion. David Reece was a gardener doing his job, 
spending time with his grandchildren and no more.  

Please go to our website and view the short film we’ve 
made about David so you can judge him and our work for 
yourself.

Cases
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A popular man, Stephen had never been in trouble but 
became a suspect after police learned of his friendship with 
Kevin’s wife. Then a minute trace of the victim’s blood was 
found on Stephen’s watch and described as ‘fresh’ despite 
the watch not being seized and tested for four weeks. 

Merseyside Police has resisted all attempts to release 
material required for an objective post-conviction review. 
Inside Justice provided free legal representation to 
challenge this decision by Judicial Review in 2019. 

The case was extensively reviewed by 7 members of our 
Advisory Panel and staff team and, to date, 494 hours have 
been spent by the staff and a further 160.25 hours by Advi-
sory Panel lawyers and scientists. In December 2019 we 
made a formal submission to the CCRC asking them to use 
their statutory powers to seize material from the police 
and undertake a comprehensive review of several factors, 
including two independent witnesses not called at trial, 
criticism of the presentation of forensic evidence at trial, 
and detailed grounds for questioning the original police 
investigation.  We still await the CCRC’s decision.

Our research shows that since 1950 more than 200 people 
in England and Wales have had their convictions quashed after 
serving more than 2,000 years for crimes they did not commit.  

David Reece
David was one of 8 men convicted 
in April 2017 of a conspiracy to import 
Class A drugs valued at £66million. 
He was sentenced to 19 years.

Stephen Keogh 
Stephen was convicted of the murder 
of his friend Kevin in Liverpool in 
2008 and sentenced to life, with a 
minimum tariff of 15 years. 
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Finances

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
for the Year Ended 31 May 2020 
(Including Income and Expenditure Account and Statement of 
Total Recognised Gains and Losses)

BALANCE SHEET 
as at 31 May 2020

Unrestricted
funds (£)

Total (£)
31 May 2020

Total (£)
31 May 2020

Restricted
funds (£)

Income and Endowments from:
Donations and legacies  94,520  55,000  149,520
Other trading activities  6,000  -  6,000
Investment income  926  -  926

Total income  101,446  55,000  156,446

Expenditure on:
Raising funds  (11,315)   -  (11,315)
Charitable activities  (82,392)   (44,610)  (127,002)
Other expenditure  (23,193)  -  (23,193)

Total expenditure  (116,900)  (44,610) (161,510)

Net (expenditure) / income  (15,454)  10,390  (5,064)
Net movement in funds  (15,454)  10,390  (5,064)

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward  157,962  4,610  162,572
Total funds carried forward  142,508  15,000  157,508

For the financial year ending 31 May 2020 
the charity was entitled to exemption from 
audit under section 477 of the Companies 
Act 2006 relating to small companies.

All of the charity’s activities derive from continuing operations during the above period. 

A full set of our audited accounts and financial reports can be found on the Charity Commission website.

Current assets
Debtors 15,329
Cash at bank & in hand  220,915
 236,244

Creditors: Amounts 
falling due within 1 year (78,736)   

Net assets  157,508

Funds of the charity
Restricted funds  15,000

Unrestricted 
income funds  142,508

Total funds  157,508



MAKE US YOUR 
CORPORATE CHARITY

FUND OUR STAFF 
TO SUPPORT THE WORK 

OF THE ADVISORY PANEL

INVITE US TO MAKE 
AN APPLICATION TO YOUR 

TRUST OR FOUNDATION

BECOME ONE OF 
OUR UNIVERSITY 
COLLABORATIONS

FUND OUR POLICY WORK

MAKE AN ENDOWMENT

SUPPORT OUR PODCAST 
PRODUCTIONS

Please contact us for latest details of cases, 
policy projects and development work.

WAYS TO HELP
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Inside Justice is a vital service to 
those who are genuinely innocent. If 
the service wasn’t there, more people 
would suffer, inside and out. 
Colin Norris, serving 30 years for murder, of which he claims 
innocence. His case has been with the CCRC since 2011.
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